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Newsletter to Parents Highlights 

     

Dear Pupils and Parents,  

Welcome to our latest newsletter, as ever, packed full of the 

wonderful opportunities our pupils have undertaken this half term and 

celebrations of their success. It does feel like we are regaining at least 

some normality and the last seven weeks have flown by. 

Our Year 11 and Year 13 leavers’ events, although very low key this 

year, were lovely and filled with shared memories the students have 

had over their time in the school. I want to congratulate all the Year 11 

and Year 13 students for their resilience and hard work in managing 

the uncertainty around their GCSE and A Level awards. And my huge 

thanks to our staff, too. It has been an enormous challenge both in 

terms of the assessment and marking that has been required and the 

pressure to get the grading process right for the students. Let us also 

not forget our support staff who have worked tirelessly in the 

background supporting teachers and students to make sure everything 

runs smoothly.  

I wish you all a relaxing half term. I wish all our students who are 

leaving us health, happiness and success. We will miss them.  

By Ms Rockall, Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Parents and all visitors to the school 

should enter the building through the 

main reception area at the front of the 

school. Please do not use the pupils’ 

entrance. Safeguarding our pupils on 

 the school site is a priority.  
 

Follow us on 

 

@HerschelGrammar  

for our  

latest news, reminders and 

 useful retweets! 

  
 

Herschel 
Grammar School 



 
 

  

Farewells 

Staff have been touched by the great generosity of Year 11 and Year 13 pupils who have shown their 
appreciation in many gifts and cards for the hard work of subject teachers and pastoral staff. Mr Goodman 
is a keen bird-watcher and few gifts have been more creative than this piece of camouflage that he was 
delighted to receive – I think you can tell this from the way he was modelling it in the Dining Room.   
 

 
 
We wish Year 11 and Year 13 every success with their next steps and commend them for all their hard 
work!  
By Mr Bourne, Assistant Headteacher 

 

Competition success 

Pupils/students have been competing in more challenging national competitions over recent weeks. 

Year 13 student, Aman Marbay has achieved a Gold award in the British Biology Olympiad, putting him in 

the top 5% of almost 8500 entries nationally. We also got a Silver award for Syed Uzair, and Bronze from 

Aminah Ali. 

Ana Aslam in Year 7 has been awarded the Regional Winner for the Step into the NHS Competition, [click 

to see photos on the Gallery page] for the Thames Valley and Wessex region! There are only 10 regions in 

the whole of England, so this really is an excellent achievement.  

She’ll now be taking part in a virtual presentation event where she will present her entry to a board of 

judges to select the national winner. Fingers crossed! 

We also had two other shortlisted entries – Nuha Ajmal Khan in Year 8, and Emen Ulhaq in Year 9, so 

please do congratulate them if you see them. 

A team of Year 10s, Riya Gupta, Charmee Panchal, and Dhaksh Rajesh, were shortlisted for a science 

communication competition run by the Royal College of Science Union at Imperial, and attended a virtual 

presentation event yesterday where they received 3rd place in their category. A huge achievement, 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/gallery/album/Step-into-the-NHS-Competition


 
 

  

particularly as the youngest participants in the school teams category, which takes entries from Year 10-13. 

Alas in the normal world they'd have been invited to a big event at Imperial to be congratulated, but a 

virtual event with Lord Robert Winston was still quite cool. 

By Miss Wood 

 

Holocaust Educational Trust – Opportunities for Year 12 

In a normal year, a small group of Year 12 pupils would have the chance to visit Auschwitz death camp on a 
programme run by the Holocaust Educational Trust. Although this isn’t possible this year, three Year 12 
girls have been selected to represent the school on an on-line programme which includes a “virtual” visit to 
Auschwitz and an online meeting with a Holocaust survivor. We look forward to hearing their feedback 
from the seminars they attend as they help us reflect further on how and why we should always challenge 
discrimination.  
Mr Bourne, Assistant Headteacher 
 

OxWell Survey 

Last year our pupils were invited to take part in a survey conducted by researchers from Oxford 
University and we would like our pupils to participate again this year. The study is investigating school 
pupils’ health and wellbeing by asking pupils to log in to an online survey. The anonymised results for the 
school are then shared with us so that we can adapt our support and provision.  We very much hope you 
would like your child to take part in this study, but before you decide, it is important that you understand 
why the study is being done and what it will involve. 
  

What are they trying to find out? 

Adolescence is a critical period for mental health and brain development. By asking school pupils to tell us 
how they experience school life and health-related issues, we hope to better understand what is 
happening to the mental health of young people, and to inform schools, the local council and their 
partners, how to provide pupils with the best support and guidance to keep them safe and happy. We also 
aim to gain insight into how adolescents view surveys like this, and how the school lockdowns impacted 
their wellbeing. More information about this study and the larger project can be obtained on the research 
team’s webpage, or by contacting the research team at: Pathfinder@psych.ox.ac.uk. 
  

Why has my child been invited to take part? 

We are inviting your child to take part because they are currently in school year 7-13, and attending one of 
the participating schools in one of the participating counties in England. 
They are inviting up to 150,000 young people to take part. 
  

Does my child have to take part? 

No. You can ask questions about the study before deciding whether or not to allow your child to 
participate, and you can change your mind without giving a reason. If you do not want your child to take 
part in the research, you can notify the school before Monday 7 June.  Please see parentmail for further 
details. 
  

What will happen if my child takes part? 

Pupils will be invited to log in to the OxWell School Survey, to answer around 200 questions on life-style 
and health-related issues. Some of the questions address sensitive areas (e.g. safety, bullying, mental 
wellbeing), and there are different versions of the survey to ensure that the content is age-matched. Pupils 
in years 8-13 are also asked some questions related to risk factors like self-harm, drugs, abuse, 

https://www.psych.ox.ac.uk/research/schoolmentalhealth/parent-information-sheet-1
mailto:Pathfinder@psych.ox.ac.uk


 
 

  

depression/anxiety/paranoia. At the end of the survey, appropriate advice and guidance is provided with 
links (e.g. http://www.childline.org.uk). 
 
We do not wish to identify pupils and therefore do not ask for names, addresses, date of birth, ethnicity or 
use unique logins. The survey data is collected as part of a service provided by Foster and Brown Research 
Ltd. (http://www.fabresearch.com). 
  
The full details were sent out by parentmail earlier this week, so please refer to that for additional 
information. 
By Alison Oxley, Assistant Headteacher 
 

 

India Covid-19 Appeal 

Charity Run by Year 10 

On Tuesday 18th May, we joined students and teachers on a Run to 

fundraise for the charity Oxfam, in support of the thousands of people 

suffering from Covid-19 in India.  

 The afternoon started off with rain (we are in England), but the 

weather did clear up and the run/walk around the school, though tiring, ended up being quite enjoyable. 

Being with our friends and doing the run around the school and field for a good cause definitely increased 

morale and added to the fun.  

As a year group, sponsored by teachers, friends and family, we managed to raise over £500 for the charity. 

This impressive donation will go towards sending urgent, much-needed medical supplies, such as PPE to 

front-line workers, as well as oxygen cylinders to help patients in a critical situation, fighting Covid-19 in 

India.  

 

http://www.childline.org.uk/
http://www.fabresearch.com/


 
 

  

 

Click here to see more photos on the Gallery 

 

Interform football 

On 25th May we saw the greatest clashes in sporting history! THE INTERFORM FOOTBALL COMPETITION!! 

Everyone was tense, it was a battle royale, pushing players to realise their potential and reach for the top. 

Lots of misses and lots of failures. “Mistakes make you learn.” Everyone was enjoying themselves, all of the 

classes put up a great fight. In the end there could only be one winner, but everyone was a winner at life. 

Now, the result! In tied 4th place, 7R and 7E. In 3rd it was 7H. Just missing out on top spot, 7S. The winner 

with four wins out of four, with no goals conceded, 7C!! 

By Ayush Mukajee, 7C 

 

https://www.herschel.slough.sch.uk/gallery/album/Yr10-Fundraising


 
 

  

Year 12 Young Enterprise 

I would like to share the success of our Year 12 Young Enterprise teams who have emerged winners at the 

SWiM awards presentation in May. 

We won 5 awards in 4 out of 6 categories!!! 

Both the companies have worked hard in these trying times. Please join me in congratulating them. It 

surely is a huge victory, with numerous disruptions due to lockdown, with everyone working remotely and 

all the restrictions in place.  

Please congratulate the following students if you see them around or in lessons.  

By Mrs Malik 

 

Team :  IURA Team : Integra Enterprise 

Awards:  
Winners : Best Business Plan 
Winners : Most Active presence on the YE Trading 
Station 
Winners: Interview Round with the judges 
Winners : OVERALL WINNERS OF THE YE Slough 
Windsor and Maidenhead Area: COMPANY OF THE 
YEAR 
 

Awards:  
Runners up : Best Business Plan 

Members 
Ria Nar (MD) 
Tarnpreet Kaur 
Karamna Khan 
Ruqayah Rahim 
Seema Jha 
Tiara Magsumbol 
Zunaira Khan 
Olivia Aguebor 
Prathosh Pirathapan 
Barbara Borrett 
Nisha Jayamani 
Gurkirath Johal 
Megan Canty 
 

Members 
Mathu Sivayogan (MD) 
Muhammad Hassan 
Ali Shahid 
Ojas Arora 
Sahibdeep Singh 
Sufyan Shah 
Jamil Sadat 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  

HGS Virtual Chess Club 

For the last two months, over 60 Herschel pupils from Key Stage 3 and 4 have taken part in a virtual chess 

club on Wednesday afternoons. The club has been led and organised by Mr Brown along with a Year 9 

student - Shreyas Mathur. 

Once students of all abilities had registered on Lichess – the platform used for tournaments – they had 

their first lesson on 17 March. For the first 5 weeks, the beginners had a separate lesson where they were 

taught the basics of chess. All players had an online lesson where they learnt about various strategies, 

checkmates, and openings. After the beginners had learnt all they needed to, the lessons were combined 

into 1 lesson where all players were taught advanced strategies by Shreyas and Mr Brown. 

Every lesson ends with an online tournament where the players are split into 2 divisions based on past 

results. Weekly their points are collated and they are ranked on a ladder system for the following week. 

The top 30 players play in Division 1 and the rest play in Division 2.  

On Wednesday 26 May the chess club hosted an Inter-form tournament with the following players 

crowned King of the Year Group: 

Year 7 Winner : Prajin Sudhakar 

Year 8 Winner: Abinash Yogarajan  

Year 9 Winner: Eric Nasim  

Year 10 Winner: Daniel Brown  

Chess club is open to all Herschel Pupils and if there are any who would still like to join they are most 
welcome. Chess club happens online on Wednesdays 16h30-18h00. This short video has details on how to 
register on Lichess.org and join the HGS Chess club:  

https://www.loom.com/share/09293c8f2ca54802abb263311fe09453 

Article written by Shreyas Mathur and edited by Mr Brown 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.loom.com/share/09293c8f2ca54802abb263311fe09453


 
 

  

 

 

Are you an exceptional geographer? Read on to enter the RGS Young geographer of the year competition 

and be featured in the prestigious ‘Routes’ journal as well as key stage prizes in school! 

Remapping our lives 

For this year’s Young Geographer of the Year competition we are asking young people to create an 

annotated map which reveals how their lives have been shaped by the Covid pandemic. 

We are interested to see maps which illustrate and describe: 

• Which local human and physical features they are their family used during the pandemic 

• Why some places were especially important to young people 

• The places they couldn’t visit and why 

• If the pandemic has led to them experiencing any new places in their local area 

• How the pandemic changed their geographical understanding of their local area 

• Any links which ‘stretch’ their maps to other places which were also important to them during the 

pandemic 

Key Stage 3 criteria 

Describe four or more geographical features on their map using annotated images or diagrams 

Key Stage 4 criteria 

Describe at least six geographical features using annotated images, data and diagrams 

Key Stage 5 criteria 

Describe and discuss multiple geographical features, through a strong use of annotated images, diagrams 

and data. Submitted as an Esri Storymap. 

Check out the competition page at https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/young-geographer-of-the-

year.   For more information and advice on how to enter the school competition email Mr Roberts:  

bro@herschel.slough.sch.uk  

https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/young-geographer-of-the-year
https://www.rgs.org/schools/competitions/young-geographer-of-the-year
mailto:bro@herschel.slough.sch.uk


 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for Talent  

We would love to hear about our students’ achievements in the wider world. Please send a brief 

description of any such outstanding successes to talented@herschel.slough.sch.uk, stating the students’ 

name and form.  

We will celebrate them in forthcoming newsletters. 

 

Mrs Smith, HPP Co-Ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Finally, please enjoy below some photographs from DT of Years 7-9 practical work this term 

 
 

 

mailto:talented@herschel.slough.sch.uk


 
 

  

 


